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Introduction

Over the past 16 years the International Conference on Evaluation & Assessment in
Software Engineering has provided a forum where empirical researchers can present
their latest research, and where issues related to all forms of empirical and evaluation
studies in software engineering can be discussed. The EASE tradition is one of
providing a workshop-like atmosphere, in which papers can be presented with time for
constructive discussion of their results and processes.

The 16™ edition (EASE 2012) has been organized by the Alarcos Research Group and
hosted by the Escuela Superior de Informatica in the University of Castilla-La Mancha
located at Ciudad Real (Spain).

A total of 72 full papers and 31 short papers were submitted from all over the world and
of these 22 full papers (31%) and 14 short papers (45%) were accepted for presentation
at the Conference and inclusion in the Conference Proceedings. These papers address
topics such as systematic literature reviews and mapping studies, formal experiments,
qualitative studies, estimation and empirical software engineering.

In addition to the research papers, there are two keynote speeches: the first by Professor
Dieter Rombach, Chair for Software Engineering at the University of Kaiserslautern,
and Executive Director of the Fraunhofer Institute for Experimental Software
Engineering in Kaiserslautern, Germany, is on the topic of “Empirical Models: Towards
a Science of Software Engineering”; the second, by Professor Helen Sharp, Professor of
Software Engineering at The Open University, UK, is on the topic of “Ethnographic
studies in Software Engineering”.

We would like to thank all of those who have contributed in numerous ways to making
this conference a success: the authors for submitting their papers, the Program Committee
members for their important work in reviewing and selecting the papers and in promoting
the conference, the Executive Committee for agreeing to have the conference in Spain, the
Organizing Committee together with all the people that helped in planning the conference,
and the delegates. In addition, we would also like to thank all the sponsors to this event and
the University of Castilla-La Mancha for hosting the conference.

We hope that you enjoy very much attending this conference and also your stay in Ciudad

Real.

Mario Piattini (General Chair)
Marcela Genero and Emilia Mendes (Program Co-Chairs)
Teresa Baldassarre (Short Papers Chair)
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